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Richard 111 offered the crown at Baynard Castle.

(Mural in The Royal Exchange, London, by Sigismund Goetze)
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Editorial License

Carole Rike

Its not news to those who know me

personally that this newsletter gets done by

“the seat of my pants.” The last item

written is this column. It is never

proofread, and what you read here is

the first draft of whatever comes into

this aging and befuddled mind.

This time, however, I've really

done it. In the Fall issue of the

Register, 1 identify Geoffrey

Richardson as Geoffrey Wheeler. | know both of these

men and have no difficulty keeping them separate in my
head — only on the keyboard.

Bad enough to make this error, but worse when |
identified Geoffrey Wheeler with Geoffrey Richard-
son’s cur rent drive to re-ex am ine the bones in the urn,
which runs contrary to the purposes of the “Parent
Society.” 1 quote below an e-mail from Elizabeth
Nokes of the English branch, which pretty much
sums up my stupidity:

[Geoffrey Wheeler] is a longstanding member of the
Committee of the Society, and its Audio Visual and
Press Records Officer, and lives in London. He
recently wrote the article on Barnet heraldry in the
December 2000 Bulletin, and frequently provides it
with cover illustrations. He is NOT the perpetrator of
the Bones/DNA petition, and is in perfectly good
health !

Geoff Richardson lives in Yorkshire, and has recently
become a member of the Yorkshire Branch Committee.
It is he who has generated the bones/DNA petition,
and who has recently been unwell.

So the following contain error; ‘Editorial License’
page 3, paragraph 5. ‘Ricardian Post' ppl0-12,
authored by Geoff Richardson, but by you attributed
to Geoff Wheeler, Yorkshire.

It is quite important not to attribute Geoff R’s views
to Geoffrey Wheeler, because he does not share them at
all!

I can only offer my sincerest apologies to both
Geoffreys and hope they will be able to forgive my
lapse. Both of them are held in great es teem by me!

Also my apol o gies to our Readers, who have reason
toex pect moreac cu racy fromtheir Ed i tor.
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King Richard’s Field

@erhapsthe mostfrustratingaspectof Ricardian
scholarshipisthepovertyofinformationabout
the most cru cial ep i sodes of the late King’s life. The
epit ome of this may very well be the dearth of ev i -
dence about the battle in which Richard met his
death. Itisasup portable asser tion that this was the
most piv otal of all con flicts in Eng lish his tory. Yet
to day we still do not even agree on the name of the
event, let alone the substance of what actually oc -
curred (see Bennett, 1985; Gairdner, 1896).

Here, | re fer to the bat tle as ‘Bosworth Field,’ al -
though alternative titles might well have a better
claim to being more descriptive or more historically
rel e vant. In deed, the com bat ants pres ent on the 22"
of Au gust, 1485 might well have no rec og ni tion at all
of this com mon name that we use to day! Ex isting re -
cords con cerning the bat tle are sparse and some times
con tradictory, so in this brief ar ti cle I want to exam-
ine ref er ences to the bat tle on early Eng lish maps of
the areal. However, even the earliest
of these maps was printed approxi-
mately one hundred years after the .. .
bat tle and so we should notex pectany i
new contemporaryinsight. What I be- § %5
lieve these maps do illustrate is the -8 A
prominence of the bat tle field re gionin ‘,.@WT i
the for mulationsof these early car tog - ;
raphers, at least one of whom is also a

noted historian. | discuss the signifi- ',{-am;r.- e

cance of this observationinrelationto %ﬂ"ﬁa"',a
three specific examples of such early l,=.5|"
maps.
tographic record of the Counties of |/
England was constructed by Christo- [+ _'__J--iz-'

pher Saxton (see Ravenhill, 1992). Itis s “** &
likely that Sax ton was a stu dent, aser- .~ “
vant or an apprentice of John Rudd, |
whose connection with royal patron-
age was most probably influential in
securing the commission to survey and map the
realm. The line of authority came through Thomas
Seckford who was Mas ter of Re quests to Queen Eliz-
abeth I and whose arms ap pear on the maps, al though
the mov ing force in the en ter prise was most prob a bly
William Cecil, Lord Burghley, who orchestrated
much of Elizabethan administration and may well
have been con cerned with car tog ra phy asatool in de-
fense of the realm. Ravenhill (1992) providesseveral
references to Saxton's life and achievements (see

bl
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Peter Hancock

Fordham, 1928; Harley, 1979; Tyacke & Huddy,
1980) and his story ises pe cially inter esting in thatin
a very few years he was able to surveyall of Eng land
and by 1577 pro duce maps of such ac cu racy that they
re main prag matically use ful to the present day.

In response to the requirement to adjust each
mapped area to the size of the printing plate, Sax ton
varied the scale of each map, the smallest being the
representation of Lancashire at approximately
1:300,000 and the largest being Monmouthshire a
approximately 1:140,000. As a result of this sizing
procedure, twenty-five of the maps each illustrate a
sin gle County while the re main ing nine fea ture a dif -
ferent num ber of coun ties rang ing up to five Counties
on one printed sheet. In re spect of Bosworth, Sax ton
combined the counties of Warwickshire and
Leicestershire together in one of the five maps of
paired coun ties that he pro duced. Therel e vant area of
the map of Leicestershireisre pro duced here.
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We should note the vari a tions in the spell ings with
an ex tra ‘e’ for Bosworth and the two clos est vil lages to
the bat tle site given as just Sutton and Doddington (or
possibly Daddington, the sec ond let ter be ing ratherin-
distinct). Across this area, Saxton has provided the
designation‘King Ric feld,’andim mediately be lowthe
‘R.’ Sax ton’s has shown an el e va tion, which in this case
is most probably Ambion Hill. While Saxton's Atlas
representedthefirst com pre hensive map ping of Eng-
land, it is John Speed who is often acknowledged &
the outstand ing Eng lish car tog rapher. Thismight be
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surprising for many who have followed the story of
Rich ard and en coun tered Speed only in his role as a
historian. In his History of Great Britain, Speed
(16322) proves no friend to Rich ard. How ever, it is of
particular interest to note that the Chapters on Ed -
ward V and Richard Il are both written by Sir
Thomas Moore. Given this Moore is the Thomas
More of Car di nal Mor ton’s house hold and the au thor
of “The History of Richard Il the slant presented
upon the reign of the King is cer tainly more than un -
derstandable (and see Dockray, 1988). Thus these
chapters repeat many of the accusations with which
we are now thoroughly familiar. On his own map of
Leicestershire, Speed has a cartouche which, as
shown, il lus trates the Bat tle of Bosworth.
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The leg end from the cartouche reads:

“Nere Bosworth upon Redemore the last battail
betwixt the families of York and Lacaster was
fought. Whose Cuill discentions had spent
England more blode then twice had done the
winning of Fraunce. There Richard the tyrant &
usurper by Henry Earl of Richmond with 4000.
menwere slaine, and but 10 only on the Earls
part. The corps of ye dead king being tugged and
dyspitefully torne was layd all naked upon an
horse, and trussed like a hogge behind a
pursivant at Armes and as homely buryed in ye
Graye Fr. within Leicester, which being
ruinated, his grave rests as obscure overgrowne
with nettles and weeds. This Battail was fought
the 22 of August anno 1485.”

A small but interesting point to note on
Speed’smapistheinconsistencyinspelling of the
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area around the battle. On the main representation,
an area within King Richard’s Field is noted as Red
More. How ever, within the cartouche it self, the spell -
ing changes to Redemore. Spelling consistency is
much moreaninsistence of re centcenturiesbutcould
be of sig nif i cance here in that the dif fer ence be tween
‘Red More’ (red moor) in reference to the supposed
color of the soil at the locationand ‘Redemore’ (reed
moor) in reference to a marshy area of flat land has
beenapointofcontentionintheargumentsconcern-
ing the spe cific site of the bat tle it self. Thein ter ested
reader isdirected to Foss (1988, 1990) whose book ar -
guably represents the most authoritativetext on this
wider issue which also concerns the many different
names given to this event. Speed desig natesthearea
w 'Kinge Richards feild,” which as we shall see
!i was also sub ject to copy ing er ror.
Before the advent of copyright, it was not
unusual for cartographers to copy or borrow
directly from their predecessors. For example,
the map-maker Lea combined elements of
¢ Sax ton’s early maps with parts of Speed’s later
E maps to produce a very aestheticand success-
ful hy brid. In the pres ent case, it ap pears that
Speed, like Smith earlier, has bor rowed some
. from Saxton’s description. However, the
names around the battle site were changed.
For Sutton, Speed now has Sutton Cheny and
Doddington has become the much more fa-
miliar Dadlington. In the center of this area,
Speedretainsthedesignation ‘Kinge Richards
=r| feild’ but on his map provides a boundary to
=|{ thearea. Itisclear that Speed considered thisa
| spe cial place. Fea turing the bat tle here as a spe -
* cific location on the map itself and as a

cartouche provides uswith sev eral po tentialin-
sights. First, Speed may well have consid ered thisthe
pre-eminenteventin Leicestershire County history to
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(King Richards Frield

that time. Also given that Speed fea tures only alim ited
num ber of cartouches on his 43 County maps of Eng -
land, we might con clude that he, as a his to rian, con -
sidered the battle a pivotal event in history. Further,
the SW-NE axis of the area might also have some sig -
nificance (see Foss, 1988). As mentioned, cartogra-
phers often borrowed from each other and on the
Dutchproductionby Jansson of the same County, we
find the same feature. Jansson managed to inject a
transpositionerror into his copying, givingus ‘Kingo
Richards feild.’ Thus still man ag ing to re pro duce the
now, odd spell ing of field. De spite these un der stand -
able metamor phoses, the desig nation King Richard’s
Field remains.
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Here | have only included a very brief selection of
early Eng lish maps of the area, in clud ing the two con -
sensus most influential in Saxton and Speed. From
these ob ser va tions I would like to draw some ten ta tive
conclusions. First, the presentation of a specific area,
‘King Ric. Feld’ is essentially unique. | can find no
com parablecase in Saxton’s Atlasorin Speed’s. While
we mightas sume that Speed cop ied di rectly from Sax -
ton, the ques tion still re mains where did this des ig na-
tionoriginate. Remem ber, Saxtonwasan Elizabe than
cartographerworkingspecifically forthe Crown. Eliz-
abeth 1, lest we forget was the grand-daughter of
Henry VII, Earl of RichmondandRichard’smanifest
enemy on that fateful day at Bosworth. Perhaps the
most likely ex planation is that Sax ton him self, or one
of his agents, de rived this in for ma tion from lo cal con -
tacts. (There is little evidence of earlier maps of this
par tic u lar area for Sax ton to copy, al though some ear -
lier maps of other counties by Norden and perhaps
Rudd might have pro vided a ba sis for some Counties
espe ciallyaround London). Sax ton’sdesig nation does
provide us with prime facie evidence that

Winter, 2000

approximately one hundred years after the battle, the
lo cation was known by King Rich ard not King Henry's
name. The fact that the same designation appears on
the map of the general area presented in Hutton’s
(1788) trea tise is not then be a sur prise

Our best evidence suggests that Henry Tudor
played little in the way of an active role in the actual
battleitself. Whatever theveracity ofthatobservation,
itis clear that Bosworth was the most sig nif i cant event
in Henry's life. Today, we suspect that crown hill, to
the south of the battle site was the location in which
Henry was first rec og nized as King af ter the crown it -
self was purportedly recovered from a thorn bush.
Given the importance of this event, it may therefore
appear strange that the local site is named after the
dead, defeated King and not the live, victorious one.
We can well surmise that Henry's hold on the crown
would, at least ini tially, have been a very ten u ous one.
His marriage to Elizabeth of York was an act calcu-
lated, at least in part, to confirm his position. Why
then did Henry not take steps to as sure the per pe tu ity
of hisname in the vic to ri ous bat tle lo cation? That the
name might have subsequently reverted to Richard’s
might be a local circumstance but that a royally com-
missioned Tudor car tog rapher pro duc ing the first de-
tailed map of the realm includes it as such is odd at
least. And one last point. Who namesalo cation af ter a
vil lain of the sup posed mag ni tude of Rich ard 111? Per -
haps this is an other small, faint in di ca tion that his tory
has not always treated Richard as a stage stereotype
representation, and that local residents, unfettered by
greater power politics and persuasion could, like the
peo ple of York re mem ber the dead King with more af -
fec tion. That Sax ton could and did pro duce this desig -
nation is also in deed to his credit.

Acknowledgment
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Teaching Richard 111 in gommunity College English Courses: _
Contrasting Shakespeare’s Richard

With the Historical Figure

%ch emphasis is placed upon introducing the

conceptofcriticalthinkingincommunity col-
lege English courses. Should we believe everything
we read and hear with outques tioningitsvalidity? If
not, how should we evaluatetheinformation? How
much can we trust the points of view of peo ple in po -
sitionsofauthority? Whatagen das mightthey be fol -
lowing? What biases might they be subject to?
Students need to learn that when people—even au-
thority figures—make claims, those people can be
wrong. The evidence supporting those claims must
bescrutinized.Onlyaftercarefullyreviewingthatev-
idenceshouldwe de cide whetheror notto be lieve the
claims.

Richard Il is an ideal sub ject to use when ex plor -
ing thisissue be cause there are two Rich ards: the Ma-
chiavellian monster created by Shakespeare and the
historical figure who many historians claim is a
much-maligned in nocent man. Sois Rich ard the sin-
ner or the one sinned against? How can we de cide? Is
adecisionevenpossible?

In Shakespeare’s play Richard 111, Richard de-
scribes him self asa de formed mal con tentin the open-
ing soliloquy. (Shakespeare often uses physical
de for mity to mirroranevilmind.)

I, that am curtail'd of this fair proportion,
Cheated of feature by dissembling nature,
Deformed, unfinish'd, sent before my time
Into this breathing world, scarce half made up,

And therefore, since | cannot prove a lover,
To entertain these fair well-spoken days,

I am determined to prove a villain

And hate the idle pleasures of these days.

Many his to ri ans, on the other hand, have a dif fer -
ent view of the man. For in stance, in the 1956 bi og ra-
phy Richard the Third, Paul Murray Kend all de scribes
Richard based on contemporary writings and two
well-known por traits of the King. *

Most contemporary descriptions bear out the evidence
of these portraits that Richard had no noticeable
bodily deformity, and establish him as a thin, frail
man of a little less than normal height.
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The most hei nous crime that the Tudors (the kings
who suc ceeded Rich ard to the throne) ac cused Rich -
ard of committing was the murder of his neph-
ews—Edward V and Richard, Duke of York—the
sons of his brother, the for mer king, Ed ward IV. How
seriously should we take this accusation? What evi-
dence supports it? Kendall writes, “If we take ‘evi-
dence’ to mean tes ti mony that would se cure a ver dict
in a court of law, there is no evidence that he [Rich -
ard] murdered the princes.” Shakespeare is certain
that Rich ard was a ma li cious arch fiend. Kend all and
others have serious doubts. What really hap pened to
the Princes in the Tower, the young boys who were
next in line to the throne when Ed ward 1V died, is the
big gest mys tery in Eng lish his tory. Shake speare says
that Richard had them killed. Should we take the
Bard'’s word for it?

I encourage my students to read Josephine Tey's
mystery novel The Daugh ter of Time whichintroduces
the other side of the story: Maybe Richard did n'tkill
the princes; maybe some body else did, or maybe they
were n't mur dered at all. On top of that, maybe Rich -
ard was actually a good king, even a reformer. Let’s
look at all the available evidence before coming to a
conclusion. Two other books | recommend that give
conflicting viewpoints on this controversial subject
are The Princes in the Tower by Alison Weir and Royal
Blood: Richard 111 and the Mystery of the Princes by
Bertram Fields. Weir is a re spected his to rian who ar -
gues Richard'sguilt, and Fieldsisahigh-profile at tor -
ney who claims that there is nowhere near enough
evidence to convict the King. Both books are fun to
read, and stu dents have re sponded fa vor ably to them.
In fact, af ter I had in tro duced this topic in class, a few
of my students said to me that they were absolutely
de ter mined to prove Rich ard’s in no cence. They went
out and read all three of the aforementioned books,
and al though they fell short of ade fini tive so lution to
the mys tery, they learned a lot about crit i cal think ing
and the writing pro cess.

As | sug gested above, one of the many log i cal fal la-
cies that im pair crit i cal think ing is the ap peal to au-
thor ity. Tosup portan ar gu ment, an au thor will of ten
find an “im por tant per son” who agrees with his or her
view and will present that person’s unsubstantiated
opinionasevidence. Afterall, itistemptingtobe lieve
something without question when it comes from an
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Contrasting Shakespeare's (Richard

au thor ity fig ure. How ever, this could lead to dan ger -
ous ground because the important person could be
dead wrong. Such an im por tant per son is Sir Thomas
More, whowrote thefirstcondem natorybiog raphy of
Richard 1. In The His tory of King Rich ard I11, More
painted Rich ard asa mon ster:

Richard the third son ... was ...ill featured of limbs,
crook backed, his left shoulder much higher then his
right, hard favored of visage, ... he was malicious,
wrathful, envious, and from before his birth, ever
froward. It is for truth reported, that the Duchess his
mother had so much ado in her travail, that she could
not be delivered of him uncut: and that he came into
the world with the feet forward, ... He was close and
secret, ... where his advantage grew, he spared no
man death, whose life withstood his purpose. 2

More was a much respected lawyer and scholar
who was eventually canonized by the Catholic
Church. How ever, hewas butachild during Richard’s
reign and was brought up under the tu te lage of John
Morton, Bishop of Ely, a known enemy of Richard
and the holder of high positioninthe Tudorgovern-
ment. Was More be ing ob jec tive in hiswriting, or was
he merely fol low ing the party line? More’s bi og ra phy
of Richard remained unfinished and unpublished at
his death. Because of this, some contend that More
never in tended to pub lish it, that it was per haps writ -
ten as a parody or an ironic state ment about the his-
torical “spin doctoring” having been done by Henry
VII and Henry VIII. It was in the interests of these
Tudor kings to smear Rich ard be cause mak ing Rich -
ard look bad bol stered their rel a tively weak claims to
the throne.

When writing their books, Tudor historians Ed -
ward Hall and Raphael Holinshed got much of their
in for mation from More. In turn, Shake speare, who is
considered by many to be the greatest writer in the
Eng lish lan guage, based his fa mous play on Hall and
Holinshed. Should we believe More and Shake-
speare—the saint and the genius—solely because of
who they were? Or should we treat them as fallible
human beings capable of error and confusion? It is
ques tions like these that | want my stu dents to ask.

I use two films in my classes as additionalinstruc-
tional tools. The first is Looking for Richard, a docu-
men tary on Shake speare’s play di rected by Al Pacino.
He and his colleagues (among them Kevin Spacey,
Alec Baldwin, and Winona Ryder) analyze the plot,
try to fig ure out the re la tion ships of the char ac ters to
one another, and discuss the personalities of the key
fig ures. They also per form many scenes from the play
itself. One of the high lightsis Al Pacino (as Rich ard)
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trapping Winona Ryder (as Lady Anne) in the fa-
mous se duc tion scene in Act One. Stu dents find this
movieavery help ful, indeedvital, intro ductiontothe
text. | sug gest that they do not start read ing the play
un til af ter view ing the film. That way, when they put
their eyes to “Now is the win ter of our dis con tent, "3 it
will mean some thing to them. (A nice com pan ion to
Pacino’s film can be found on the Richard 111 Soci-
ety’'s website at www.r3.org/pacino/in dex.html. Here
you'll find a “Viewer's Guide and Les son Plan” that
will save any teacher a lot of work and provide the
studentswithaninterestingproject.)

The other film I use is a His tory Chan nel pro duc-
tion called The Missing Princes of England, a docu-
mentary about the historical Richard 11l and the
mystery surrounding the Princes in the Tower. This
film providesawell-bal anced view of the con tro versy;
historiansshare their con flicting views inawell-il lus-
trated presentation. The film also serves as a very
good brief biography of Richard, so it is well worth
viewing. | can’t think of a better introduction to the
histor i cal side of things.

So, was a good King’s reputation destroyed by the
Tudors who suc ceeded him on the throne? Did Wil -
liam Shakespeare simply go along for the ride? To
thisday, these questionscontinuetofascinate histori-
ansand Eng lish teach ers. Books and ar ti cles are writ-
ten on the sub ject ev ery year. There is even a Rich ard
111 So ci ety ded i cated to clear ing the name of the last
Plantagenet king.

Inconclusion,RichardIllisanexcellentsubjectto
use when helping community college students de-
velop the necessary critical thinking skills that will
lead to suc cess both in school and in life.

For more in for mation on the fas ci nat ing world of
Richard Il1l, go on the World Wide Web to
www.r3.org, the site maintained by the American
Branch of the Rich ard 111 So ci ety.

NOTES

1 Oneisinthe Royal Col lec tion at Wind sor Cas tle, and
the other isin the Na tional Por trait Gal lery.

2 Tomaketheabove quote easier for to day’sread erstoun-
derstand, I have taken the liberty of mod ernizing More's
spelling.

3. “Now is the win ter of our dis con tent” is the first line of
the play.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Joseph Smigelski teaches English at Las Positas College and
at Diablo Valley College in Northern California. He also
writes short stories.
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Annual Appreciation Award Citations

Background: The Board together with Maria Torres, 2000 AGM Chair, and with Ex Officio Board members
Webmaster Laura Blanchard and Ricardian Register Editor Carole Rike decided to cite active Committee Chairs and
other members who had given generously of their time and services in furtherance of the Society’s goals, as follows:

Peggy Allen, “for faithful service as Membership
Chair, 1996-2000.”

Bonnie Battaglia, “for faith ful ser vice as Treasurer,
1996-2000.”

Dianne Batch, “for information and advice con-
cerning the Chap terandthe NYM AGM.”

Rita Blake, “for organizing Ricardian efforts in
Eastern Missouri.”

Laura Blanchard, “without whom there would
have been no impetus to resuscitate the NYM
Chapter, with gratitude from the Chapter mem -
ber ship for all her ad vice and sup port.”

Roy Blanchard, “forhiscontributionasanactorin
Loyalty Lies.”

Celeste Bonfanti ,“forherdynamicparticipationin
the coordinationof the NYM AGM and for de -
signingthe NYM AGM logo.”

Michael Bongiorno, “for his ef forts as Vice-Chair -
man of the NYM Chap ter and founder of its news-
letter, and for helping in the Chapter's first
participationinthe Cloisters' Medievalfestival, for
participationasanactorin LoyaltyLies.”

Colleen Carter, “for her effortsas NYM Chapter
Member-at-Large, for helping in the Chapter’s
first participation in the Cloisters’Medieval festi-
val, and for creating the concept for the NYM
AGM logo.”

TinaCoo per, “for cre at ing pages on the So ci ety's
Web site for AGM 2000, and for ongoingassis-
tance with the Web site.”

SusanDexter, “forongoinggraphicdesignservices
to The Ricardian Register and to other So cietyen-
deavors.”

Jeanne Faubell , “for her contributionasanactorin
LoyaltyLies and formeritoriousserviceintheposi-
tion of Fiction Librarian, 1997 - current.”

Judie Gall, “for advice, support, newsletters,
friendship, and the indispensable Ricardian ban-
ners for use at the Clois ters’ Me di eval fes ti val and
the NYM AGM.”
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PatriciaGallagher, “for her ef fortsas NYM Chap-
ter Secretary, and for designing the Chapter's\Web
site.”

ElizabethGreene, “for helpinginthe NYM Chap-
ter’s first participation in the Cloisters' Medieval
festival, for her con tribu tions to the dramaticaims
of the Chapter, and for her contributions to the
NYM AGM entertainment,andforparticipation
asanactorin LoyaltyLies.”

Lisa Ann Guastella, “for her dynamic contribu-
tions to the NYM AGM as our new est mem ber.”

Dawn Kania, “for her dynamiccontributionstothe
NYM AGM.”

Sherry Liff, “for meritorious service processing
mem ber ship re newals, 1999-cur rent, and for com-
piling Two-Year Mem ber Profilesfor publication
in The RicardianRegister.”

HelenMaurer, “forlong-timeand meritoriousser-
viceas Librarian of the Judy R. Weinsoft Memorial
Research Library.”

Mary Miller, “for mer i to ri ous ser vice on the 2000
Nom i nating Com mit tee and also to rec og nize her
long-time service as Fiction Librarian, through
1997.”

Roxane Murph, “for presenting the key note speech
atthe2000 NYM AGM, formeritoriousserviceon
the 2000 Nominating Committee, and for other
long-time and valu able ser vice to the Soci ety.”

Nancy Northcott , “for meritorious service in the
position of Coordinator for the William B.
Schallek Me morial Grad uate Fel lowships Award,
1997 - 2000.”

Jennifer Reed, “for valu able ser vice in the posi tion
of Sales Of fi cer, 1998-cur rent.”

Geoffrey Richardson, “with the American
Branch's grateful thanks, for numerous contribu-
tionsto The RicardianRegister.”

Cheryl Rothwell, “for meritorious service in the
positionof Online Mem ber Services Chair, 1996
current, and other services to the Society and its
Web site, including bringing the 1966-1999
RicardianRegister Indextothe Society'sWebsite.”
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Yvonne Sad dler, “for meritorious service in the
position of Audio-Visual Librarian, 1995-cur -
rent.”

Anne Smith, “as a long-distance NYM Chap ter
member,andforherenthusiasticcoordinationof
thedramaticentertainmentforthe NYM AGM,
andforparticipationasanactorin LoyaltyLies.”

Myrna Smith,“forongoingmeritoriousserviceas
Book Review Editorof The Ricardian Register.”

Kathleen Spaltro, “for com pil ing the 1966-1999
Ricardian Register Index, which was pub lished in
print and on the So ci ety’s Web site.”

Marilynn Summers, “forrepre senting the Amer-
ican Branch and displaying its materials a
Middleham, July, 2000.”

Maria Elena Torres and the New Yorkists (New
York Metro Chap ter), “for or ganiz ingand host-
ing AGM 2000.”

SandraTorres, “forhercontributionasanactorin
Loyalty Lies.”

Janet Trimbath, “for gathering and organizing
Ricardian books and materialsto be do nated to
schools in the So ci ety’'s name.”

BarbaraUnderwood, “for pre sent ing the Sunday
morning Schallek breakfast address at the 2000
NYM AGM?

As a policy, Board members receive an award for their
Board service only at the end of their terms, not each
year, though they may be cited from year to year for other
activities in addition to their Board duties. If you know

CIn Joving Memory

DR. PHILIP DERICKSON died 30
September, 2000 in Tucson, AZ He was
an active member of Richard 111 Society
with this wife Doris, since 1973.

We shall not forget you.
Loyaulte me lie...

Arizona Chapter Richard 11 Society

Ricardian Register

Ricardian Register
Now On The
Society’s Web Site!

A memberwho rejoined after along lapse wrote in, “I was
an active member for many years and then quit receiving
mailings of any kind. I would like to become a member
once again and to be updated on society happenings
worldwide since 1988 or so.” She may soon be able to get
this information, at least for the American Branch, by
visiting the members-only section of the Society’s Web
site: www.r3.org/members

Back issues of the RicardianRegister are now avail -
able at the above ad dress, in the highly read able Adobe
Acrobat for mat, and more are be ing added as this is sue
goes to press.

The members-only section is password protected
— to receive a password, e-mail richard3-owner
@plantagenet .com

New York AGM: Compton & Shirley Reeves
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Good News For
Middleham
Tourists

It's very possible that Ricardians will be able to travel
from London to Leyburn, the town just a few miles
north of Middleham, by train by next summer. The
following item is from the November 29 issue of Rail :

The purchase of Leyburn station is seen by the
Wensleydale Railway Company as an important
step in its campaign to return passenger services to
the 22-mile Northallerton-Redmire line. A shop
will be set up in the former ticket office and waiting
room.

The company, which already owns Aysgarth and
Leeming Bar stations, has agreement from Railtrack
to run its first trains next summer and was
negotiating the lease of the 22-mile route from the
ECML at Northallertonto Redmire. Its long-term
aimistorestore the link with the Settle-Carlisle line
at Garsdale.”

Additionalinformationonthe Wensleydale Rail -
way can be found at http://www.ukhrail .uel .ac. uk/
wra.html. The Settle-Carlisle line is considered by
many to be England’s most scenic railway. Addi-
tional information can be found at their website,
http://www.settle-carlisle.co. uk/

The Red Queen

A novel about Margaret of Anjou
Ruth S. Perot, 1st Books, Bloomington, IN,
2000 pb ISBN 1-58721-233-1. 285 pages.

Richard has been rehabilitated, why not
Margaret, Shakespeare’s “Tiger’s heart
wrapt in a woman’s hide,”?

Print-on-demand book, available through
Amazon, Barnes and Nobel, and most
bookstores, or from me (signed, if you wish),
postpaid $20.

Ruth S. Perot
102 Homestead Village, #18
Fairhope, AL 3653

New Chapter
Co-ordinator
Appointed

The Board has appointed Pam Mills, an active member
of the Arizona Chapter, to take the position of Chapters
Coordinator.

Pam will be the main conduit for two-way com -
munication between the national Society and the
Chap ters. She will be field ing re quests for as sis tance
with Chap ter for ma tion and the like, and will be col -
lecting chap ter re ports and try ing to pro mote an ex-
change of ideas about what helps chap ters grow and
thrive.

Pam is now entering her second year as a
Ricardian. She became involved through the the ater
—namely Shake speare's Richard the Third. She loved
Richardasavil lain, and he was her "favor ite" bad guy
inliterature.

For the last 10 years Pam has been a fan of Ken -
neth Branagh, who has done much to revive Shake-
speare's works. A friend in ter viewed him 3 years ago
and asked if he had read The Daugh ter of Time, which
he had. At this time she had not heard of the book,
but bought a copy and read it right away. She then
wrote to Mr. Branagh about Richard, and the Tey
book. He wrote back suggesting she might be inter-
ested in join ing the Rich ard the Third So ci ety.

Since joining the group, she has traveled to Eng -
land, and visited several Ricardian sites. She has met
many who share her en thu si asm for Rich ard.

Pam is married and lives with her re tired hus band
in Phoenix, Arizona. Her other interests include
theater, the SCA, fencing, and ar chery, and of course
medievalhistory.

Anyone who wishes to start a new chapter, or
needs to com mu ni cate with the group on chap ter re-
lated duties, can e-mail Pam at SHAKESPEARE.
@ prod igy.net or they can snail mail to: Pamela Mills
8946 W Osborn Rd. Phoenix, Arizona 85037; her
phone num ber and fax num ber is (623) 772-9295

Feel Free to Payin
Advance!

Paying in advance saves both the Society and
the member some postage costs, p[us time and

e_[fort. C[_f you ‘would [ike to do this, no special

procedures are needed — our database can
handle it/ Simply make out your check for as
many \zears' dues as you wish and write a note
on the renewal card to the effect that you wish
to pay for that many vears in advance,

Winter, 2000
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Year Joined

1980

1985

1990

Ricardian Honor Roll — 2000

1990

20 - Year Mem bers
Mr. George B. Crofut
Mrs. Geor gia Howeth
Mrs. Mary Poundstone Miller
Ms. El len Shapiro
Mr. & Mrs. John N. Tsigakos
Prof. Retha M. Warnicke

15 - Year Mem bers
Ms. Nancy Bailey
Mrs. Sharon V. Buley
Mrs. Dor o thy Calkins
Vir ginia V. Chanda
Ms. AthenaJ. Christos
Mrs. Su san P. Connally
Mrs. Mar i lyn Dailey
Mr. Sam uel Lyles Freeland
Judie & Bruce Gall
Vicki A. & Carl M. Hild
Mary Houck
Mrs. Patri ciaJ. John son
Mr. James Lithgow
Ms. Amy Lubelski
Ms. Barbara H. Magruder
Wendy W. & Fran cis J. McGarvey
Mr. Eu gene McManus
Ms. Marianne J. Mitkus
Chris to pher P. & Mary Y. Nich o las
Ms. Helen E. Pe ter son
Mr. B. Frank lin Reinauer 111
Mr. Mi chael J. Ressetar
Mrs. Lois H. Trinkle
Miss Ka ren Vogel
Ms. Janice L. Weiner

1995

10 - Year Mem bers

Ms. Becky Aderman
Mr.Sam T. Al len 111

Mrs. Junell H. Bott

Ms. Barbara Bow man
Mrs. Angela P. Braunfeld

Ms. Claire K. Brock

Jim & Peg Devine

Mr. George R. Dodsworth
Ms. Caro line W. Everett
Mrs. Eliz a beth Gib bons
Vic tor H. & Eliz a beth S. Hanson |1
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10 - Year Mem bers

Marion Har ris
Mrs. Vir ginia Ann Heyerdahl
Mrs. Lorraine Lindevald

Ms. Beverly B. Norris

Mr. Louis Pernicka, Jr

Ms. Toni Press-Coffman

Mr. John L. Price

Ms. Jean C. Siler

Dr. Mary E. Springhorn

Mes. Jane L. Tavenner
Lt. Col The o dore Mi chael Trout
Joyce & Tony Tumea

Mrs. Ruth D. Wandrei

Mrs. Mollie L. Weaver

Rev'd. Canon Robert S. S. Whit man

5 - Year Mem bers
Ms. Lisa Baas
Mrs. Maryanne E. Bagby
Mrs. Chris to pher Bailey
Di ane Mar ti nez & Donna C. Boggs
Dr. Gil Bogner
Mr. Earl Rae Booker
Lt. Col & Mrs. James A. Boyd, Jr.
Miss Daryl R. Dally
Mrs. Marianna K. Dyal
Dr. Jack Feldman
Mrs. Sarah S. Foulkrod
Mrs. Anne Ma rie Gazzolo
Kelly S. Gritten
Mrs. Glo ria Halliday
Mrs. Joan Search Hanson
Yvonne Herron
Mrs. Con stant E. Hopkins
Mrs. Dortha Lininger
Ms. Eliz abeth J. Linstrom
Mrs. Monica C. McCarty
Ms. Greta L. Mohon
Ms. Su san M. Mor ris
Mrs. Flor ence Radok
Rob ert Reed
Mr. Thomas A. Rucker
Ms. Lisa A. Ruffino
Aud rey Schadt
Mrs. Wil liam Slaugh ter
Ms. Joan M. B. Smith
Mr. Wil liam A. Walsh
Mrs. Mar cia Weinsoft
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NEW! NEW! NEW!

Visit the Society's On-Line Bibliography and Bookstore at

www.r3.org/sales

Enjoy the convenience of on-line shopping in association with a major
on-line bookseller. Your purchases help the Society's treasury, too.

Not shopping? Use this to see which books members can borrow from
the Society libraries.

FEATURES:

» Books Reviewed in The Ricardian Register and The Ricardian
> Books by Society Members

> Basic and Advanced Ricardian Bibliographies

» New items added frequently -- check back often!

For more information about Society sales, e-mail: sales@r3.org

Or write: Peggy Allen, 1421 Wisteria Dr., Metairie LA 70005.

A busload of Ricardians at New York City AGM, October, 2000: Cloisters Tour
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“Edward IV’'s Rol I1”:
A Personal Memoir

or more than a year, Carole Rike and | have

been talk ing about do ing a spe cial fea ture on
themanuscriptgenealogy of Richard’sbrother, Ed-
ward 1V, that has beenrestored toits fif teenth-cen-
tury splendor with the financial assistance of the
RichardIllSociety.

With the dead line rap idly ap proach ing, I find I'm
pressed for time for the best of rea sons: | am work ing
on text that will be used on a CD-ROM and a web
site about this manu script, and the dead line for that
projectisinconflictwith the dead line for the Register.
In fact, when Carole’s dead line co mes up I will be at
the British Library doingresearchonsimilarmanu-
scripts. So | thought that, instead, Register readers
might enjoy the story of how | came to dis cover this
manu script and what it has meant to me over the last
forty years.

Back in the spring of 1961, when | was barely a
teenager, | became fascinated with Shakespeare’s

Richard 111 after seeing the film version starring
Laurence Olivier. When an encyclopedia article
about the historic Richard Il mentioned that he

might not have had a with ered arm, | was hooked. “If
Shake speare was wrong about that, what else might he
have been wrong about?” | asked my family, who re -
allydidn'tcare.

Because our neighborhood library contained less
than nothing about Richard 111, my father took me,
one cold Sat ur day morn ing, to the main branch of the
Free Library of Phil adel phia. Con fronted with a card
catalog that filled a cave-like room, with at least a
dozen entries on Richard Ill, | froze. What to do?
Where to start? My father, a journalist by training,
was there with advice. “This is a historical contro-
versy,” he said, “so you want to get as close to the
sourceas possi ble. Look for the catalog en try with the
old estcopy right date.”

The old est “copy right” date in this re search li brary
wasactually pre-copy right—afirstedition of Hor ace
Walpole’s Historic Doubts on the Life and Reign of
Richard 111 printed in 1768. I don’t know what my fa -
ther said to the librarians to pull this off, but fifteen
minuteslater | found my self sit ting in aread ing room
of the Rare Book De part mentwith Historic Doubts on
a book cra dle in front of me, its pages held in place by
a velvet “snake” filled with buckshot. In this
pre-Xerox era | read and cop ied, read and cop ied, and
came back on three consec u tive Satur days.
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Laura Blanchard

On the third of these Sat ur days the cu ra tor, whose
name | never knew, brought me the preciousvolume
but then came back some what later. “You're in ter ested
in Richard Ill, aren’t you?” he asked. Star tled and a
lit tle over whelmed, I nod ded.

“Come into the Manuscript Room,” he said.
“There’s some thing here that I think you'd like to see.”

I am older now, and have been to many rare book
li braries, and I know that he did n't ac tu ally dowhat |
re mem ber him do ing. The manu script he showed me
was kept in a red box, and I know now that he must
have unrolled it very care fully and dis played the first
half of the 19-foot scroll on the long table in the
Manuscript Room, then rolled up the first half and
unrolled the second half. But when | remember my
first sight of the manu script, by some trick of mem ory
I see him opening the box, flicking his wrist and
whoosh! — this magnificent document comes spin-
ning outin frontof me in exu berantabun dance, spill-
ing over the edge of the ta ble and com ing to rest on
the floor below. Be that as it may — the curator ex-
plained that this the fam ily of Rich ard’s el der brother
Edward 1V, going clear back to Adam. But where’s
Richard? I wondered. He knew this would be my
ques tion, and he showed me the lit tle boxes down at
the bottom of the scroll that showed George and
Richardandall of Ed ward's sis ters.

Time passed. | set aside my youthful interest in
Richard 1 in the early 1970s and then picked it up
again in the mid-1980s. Thirty years after | first saw
thatmanuscript, in 1991, the South eastern Pennsyl va-
nia Chap ter planned a trip to the Rare Book De part -
ment and | — a New Jersey resident at the time —
joined them. When the tour ended | asked the librar-
ian, Karen Lightner, why she hadn't brought out the
Edward IV scroll for my fel low Ricardiansto see. What
scroll? she asked, and | de scribed the manu script in its
red box, and pointed to the shelf in the manuscript
room where I'd re mem bered it be ing. It was still right
where my old men tor the cu ra tor had left it. “Oh, now
I know which one you mean!” she exclaimed, and she
gotitand unrolled it for us.

The mem ory of that sec ond look came back to me
suddenly, a few months later, and | was possessed
with the over whelming feeling that I had to have pho-
to graphs of the manu script. A day or two later I called
to make ar range ments to come down and pho to graph
it. The librarian who answered the phone paused,
then asked me how | came to know of the scroll.
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Edward I()'s Roll

When 1 told him the story of the curatorand myex-
perience as a girl, he said, “I know exactly who
showed you that manuscript. Funny you should call
today. He just died; his funeral was this morning.”
Won dering about the ee rie co in ci dence — or was it?
— | made the appointment, and the Reluctant
Ricardian (my husband Roy) and I spent a morning
photographingit.

In 1993 Ralph Griffiths (Henry VI's biographer,
from the Uni ver sity of Swansea, and an au thor ity on
manuscripts of this type) came to Philadelphia to
study on the manu script. The South east ern Penn syl -
vaniachap ter joined himto hear his in sightsand view
the manu script again. Those of us who viewed it un -
der Griffiths' tute lage feel es pe cially privileged.

The manuscript was on private display for
Ricardians again in 1996 when about thirty of us
went over just before the AGM to see it. Shortly af -
terwards we de cided to raise money for its con ser va-
tion, and were successful in raising a total of $5,000
for this pro ject. The re turn on our in vest ment can be
plainly seen in before and after pictures — the illus-
tra tions are much more vivid, the writ ing much more
easy to read. What we can't see, but what is just as im -
portant, is that we have stabilized the manuscript so
that paint and ink are far less likely to flake off when
itisun rolled and re-rolled.

Forty years af ter I first saw this manu script it will
be on pub lic dis play — for pos si bly the first time since
Edward 1V's coronation — at the PhiladelphiaMu-
seum of Art, one of the cor ner stones of a mag nif i cent
manuscriptexhibitioncalled Leaves of Gold: Trea sures
of Manuscript Ilumination from Philadelphia Collec-
tions. The exhibition, sponsored
jointly by the Museum and the
Philadelphia Area Consortium of
Special Collections Libraries, will
be on display from March 10
through May 13, 2001. A special
case is being constructed so that
the entire 19-foot length of the
scroll can be on display at once.
The exhibition, including this
manuscript as far as | know, will
then travel to the Frist Gallery in
Nash ville, Ten nes see, where it will
be part of that gallery’'s grand
opening exhibition, from Septem-
ber 27,2001 - Jan u ary 6, 2002.

The charm of this manuscript
for Ricardians should be itsheral-
dic mate rial. There are 54 shields

'\,_

and banners, along with every Even a photocopy version made from a microfilm of the manuscript
can captivate Ricardians. From left: Compton Reeves, Laura
Blanchard, Sharon Michalove at Kalamazoo. Photo by Janet

Yorkist badge | know of — roses,
suns, fetterlocks, falcons —
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reinforcing the Yorkist claim to the throne of Eng-
land by right of in her i tance, by right of con quest, and
by right of di vine ap proval. As an added bo nus, as we
know, Richard Ill founded the College of Arms in
1484, and this manu script is unique among the 20 ge -
nealogies of his brother that survive for its wealth of
heraldic material. (Indeed, Ralph Griffiths com-
mented that this wealth of heraldic material strongly
suggests participation in its creation by someone
skilled in heraldry such as John Smert, who served
both Henry VI and Edward IV as Garter King of
Arms.) | occasionally wonder whether the
seven-year-old Richard saw thisduringthe coronation
festivities, and whether it played arole in his later de ci -
sion to found the Col lege of Arms. I imag ine him tug -
ging on his big brother’s sleeve, asking when his new
“Duke of Glou ces ter” ti tle would be added to the roll
— as indeed it was, some time after the manuscript
was finished. What a perfectcircle that would be, for
us to have a hand in preserving the manuscript that
sparked Rich ard’sinterestin heraldry!

What is also exciting to me, as an American
Ricardian, is that this price less trea sure is in an Amer -
ican collection by the purest serendipity. The pur-
chaser of this manuscript was John Lewis, a
Philadelphia lawyer whose hobby was collecting the
history of the book. His collection spans the earliest
cuneiformtab letsthrough materials that were onthe
cutting edge of publishing at the time of his death.
He bought this manu script in 1927 for 120 pounds.
Even allowing for inflation, thisisanincredible bar-
gain! Besides beingabeauti ful manuscript, thisisun-
questionably the finest pedigree of Edward IV that

gt w B
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has survived — and the number of pedigrees of Ed -
ward IV that have survived tell us how important
these manu scripts were to the Yorkists.

In the past de cade this manu script has been stud -
ied more, photographed more often, and cited in
more pub li cations than in the whole half mil len nium
of its existence. Scholars all seem to be agreed that
this is the “official” pedigree of Edward 1V,com mis-
sioned to celebrate his coronation and possibly dis -
played in public on that triumphant occasion. It has
been men tioned and catalogued in sur veys of late me-
dieval English manuscripts, in Society publications,
in other publications about Richard I11's books and
about the reburial of Richard duke of York, and in
publicationsbyheralds(notably the mostrecentvisi-
tation of Wales).

The manu script has taken such an im por tant place
in next spring’s exhibition that it will be one of just
seven manuscripts to receive in-depth treatment in
the CD-ROM being produced about the ex hibi tion.
And, as if that weren't enough, the Free Library of
Phil adel phiais plan ning to de vote a spe cial web site
sectiontothe manuscriptanditshistoricaland heral-
dic context. (And, yes, the CD-ROM will be avail-
able for purchase!) The Richard Ill Society'srolein
conserving the manuscript will be mentioned in the
printed ex hibi tion catalog, the CD-ROM, and on the
web site.

As Ricardians, we can be very proud of our role in
safeguardingthismanuscriptforgenerationstocome.
Carole Rike has very generously agreed to producea
full-color sup ple ment to this is sue of the Register. On
it you can see, in miniature,afacsimile of theentire
manuscript. It begins with a magnificent equestrian
por trait of Ed ward IV, con tin ueswith a his tory of the
world from the Creation, and traces the lines of de -
scent of the no bility of Brit ain, the Saxon king doms,
France, Spain, Aquitaine, and Normandy. HHlumi-
nated roun dels il lus trate God in Maj esty, the Fall of
Man, and the Flood. A diagrammatic map in the
shape of a Yorkist rose shows the seven Saxon king -
doms. Seven charming half-portraits show the
Princes of Wales, the Dukes of Cornwall, Aquitaine
and Normandy, and the Kings of England, France
and Castile/Leon.

Throughout the manuscript, Edward’s white rose
and his motto “comfort et liesse” (comfort and joy)
and the badges of the sun in splendor and the
fetterlock reinforce Yorkist imagery. The badges of
the white hart (Rich ard 11), black bull (earls of Clare)
and white lion (earl of March) telegraph to a
later-medieval audience Edward 1V'srighttoin heri-
tance from Rich ard 11 through the Mortimer line. All
the “gold letter” captions of the manuscript illustra-
tions are direct quotations or paraphrases from the
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Vulgate, reinforcing the idea that it was divine will
that Ed ward 1V should be king.

I hope that if you are anywhere near Philadelphia
or Nashville on the dates of the exhibition you will
take the time to see this won der ful manu script. I1f you
cannot visit the ex hi bi tion, I hope you will pur chase
or bor row the CD-ROM, or visit the ex hi bi tion’sweb
site, which should be accessible from the Museum’s
announcement page at http://www.philamuseum.
org/exhibitions/exhibits/leavesgold. shtml

This pro ject is very spe cial to me be cause it reaches
back through time and touches a thir teen-year-old girl
who stood open-mouthed be fore a half-com pre hended
manu script. | hope that | have been able to share some
of my wonder and delight with my fellow Ricardians
and to give a belated trib ute to a kindly li brar ian who
made such an im por tant im pact on my life.

Further reading about the manuscript
and similar manuscripts:

Allan, Allison, “Yorkist pro paganda: Ped i gree, proph ecy and
the ‘British history’ inthe Reignof Edward 1V,”inC. D.
Ross (ed.) Patronage, Pedigreeand Power in Later Medi-
eval England. Alan Sutton, 1979.

Blanchard, Laura, “Pedigree Propaganda: The Geneal ogy of
Edward1V,” Ricardian Register XVIII(3) Fall 1993.

Ralph A. Griffiths, “The Sense of Dy nasty in the Reign of
Henry VI, in C. D. Ross (ed.) Patronage, Pedigreeand
Power in Later Medieval Eng land, Alan Sutton, 1979.

P.W. Hammond, A. F. Sutton and L. Visser-Fuchs , “The Re-
burial of Rich ard, Duke of York, 21-30 July 1476,” The
Ricardian vol. 10 (De cem ber 1994), pp. 122-165, note
58,andsubsequentSocietypublicationwiththesameti-
tle, 1996.

Pollard, A.J. Rich ard I11 and the Princes in the Tower, Sutton
Pub lishing/St. Mar tin's Press, 1991. Amore typ i cal ex-
ampleofan Edward IV geneal ogyispictured onPage 30;
scenesfromtheotheratypicalgenealogy, British Library
Harleian Ms 7353, are found on pages 40, 41, and 53.

Ross, Charles D., “ Rumour , propagandaandpopularopinion
during the Wars of the Roses,” in Ralph A. Griffiths
(ed.), Patronage, the Crown andthe Prov incesin Later Me-
dievalEngland. Alan Sutton, 1981.

Kathleen Scott, Later Gothic Manu scripts, 1390-1490, A Sur -
veyof Manuscripts Il luminatedintheBritish Isles, vol. 6
(Lon don: Harvey Miller, 1996), vol. 2, pp. 288-89, no.
104.

Kathleen L. Scott, “The Edward IV Roll.” Leaves of Gold:
Treasures of Manuscript llumination from Philadelphia
Collections. Philadelphia Museum of Art, 2001
(forthcoming).

Anne F. Sutton and Livia Visser-Fuchs , “Richard I11's Books:
Ancestryand‘TrueNobility,” The Ricardianvol. 9 (De -
cem ber 1992), pp. 343-58, note 18.

- 17 - Winter, 2000



Library Display for
Richard’s Birth
Month

Society member Rania Melhem recently created a
library display with a selection of Ricardian books and
mementos. She anchored the display with a colorful
poster of Richard’s coat of arms as Duke of Gloucester.
The display greeted visitors to the Jefferson Parish \West
Bank Regional Library as soon as they walked into the
main area of the Library. Society brochures and
bookmarks were available for library patrons to take.

The books displayed came from Rania’s personal
collection as well as the Library’s collection, and the
se lec tion had vi sual ap peal as well as in tel lec tual ap -
peal be cause of the cov ers. Aftera quick glance, one
viewer com mented that “All the cov ers are the same.”
The reason: many Ricardian books’ covers feature
some ver sion of the NPG por trait. Check your own
Ricardian book shelf to ver ify this. A notableexcep-
tion to this rule in the display was Bertram Fields’
Royal Blood.

TheRicardianmaterialsweredisplayed during the
month of October, 2000. At the same time, Rania
also had adis play inthe Spe cial Col lec tions sec tion of
the Library, on genealogy resources available to Jef-
ferson Parish Librarypatrons. The Libraryislocated
in Harvey, Louisiana, where Rania is employed as a
referencelibrarian.

Rania is available to advise members who
would like to cre ate adis play for their lo cal li brar -
iesat rmelhem @ aol .com.

The Plantagenet Connection

PO Box 1401; Arvada, CO 80001,
Voice: (303) 420-4888 Fax (303) 420-4845
E-mail: KHF333@AOL.com

We bring genealogical! data to life by exploring HISTORY THROUGH
GENEALOGY. We are a unique and thought-provoking journal for
historians, genealogists and students of royalty. USA subscrip-
tions are $24 per year for 2 issues of about 200 pages. Add $8 per
year for foreign air. Single copies are $12. Issues began in 1993.
FREE BROCHURES on contents and other publications. MCAISA
accepted. Fax or call to use your card. QUOTE THIS REFERENCE
AND YOUR FIRST COPY IS FREE: RR.
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AGM 2000: Diane Bath accepts Dickon Award as
Past Chairman Compton Reeves looks on

ONE TOO MANY
TIMES

by Diana Rubino
Domhan Books

A delightful romp over five centuries, as
King Edward IV and his younger brothers,
George and Richard, followed by a love
struck Lisbet Woodlville, travel to the year
2000, and proceed to change history!

Available in hardcover, paperback or E
format at Barnes & Noble and WHSMith’s.
Order online at www.barnesandnoble.com

or www.whsmith.co.uk.

Visit the author at www.dianarubino.com
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Dear Carole:
I am following the "belt and braces' idea of copying this
to both of you, for your AGM. Mes sage as fol lows:

Greetings to the American Branch of the Society on the
occasion of its Annual General Meeting, from the
‘parent Society,' in the UK. Asusual the year seems to
have gone faster than ever, and what have we all to
show for it ? Steadily increasing membership, due in
no small part to our websites. The American Branch
site continues to be an inspiration to all other
branches, and to the 'parent’ site. It is amazingly
useful to be able to refer aspiring students to thesite, in
the happy certainty that they will find what they were
looking for, as well as, probably, material they didn't
know they needed to know !

The current activity exercising our collective Ricardian
minds is the 'Sale of the Century', which after a rather
fraught genesis, has now got off the ground, and is,
RIMMS report, going very well - so, overseas
members, don't delay - it won't happen again !

We conclude with thanks to you all for all your work in
support of Richard and the Society during the past
year, and our good wishes for the forthcoming year.

Loyaulte me Lie.
E M Nokes,
Secretary, Richard 111 Society

Dear Carole:

Such a pleasant surprise to know that John Ottiker
continues to be an ad vo cate for Rich ard 111 in Peru! My
hus band and | met John in Lima many years ago, and
thatencounterisstillone of ourfavorite travelanecdotes.

We arranged to meet John in our hotel lounge to
make that tra di tional toast to Rich ard I11. John came
up to us, and with solem nity, grandly pre sented him-
selfas"the Secretary, Treasurer, President, Vice Presi-
dent, and the En tire Mem ber ship of the Rich ard I11
So ci ety of Lima, Peru!" (Which he was.)

On that note of enlightenment, he graciously in-
troduced us to the delights of "Pisco Sours" with
which we all hap pily toasted Rich ard 111!

At lunch the next day we met John and his lovely
spouse to enjoy more talk about Richard and more

Ricardian Register

RICARDIAN PosT

Pisco Sours — the latter of which, no doubt, partly
accounts for that warm glow with which we still re -
gardthisoccasion. (Fortheuninitiated,a Pisco Sour
isa Margarita's grown-up big sis ter!)

As for John's comments about Henry VIII and
Catherine of Aragon (Ricardian post Fall 2000 is sue),
he is quite right — they were cous ins, as were most of
Euro peanroy alty (see my ar ti cle, "The ories of Rel a-
tivity,"in RicardianRegister, Sum mer, 1999).

Using my trusty "Cousin Finder" I find that Henry
and Catherine were "cousins" of several degrees
throughdifferentlines. Thesim plestrelationshipwas
that of 4th cous ins once re moved us ing Ed ward 111 as
the common ancestor, i.e. Edmund of Langley to
Richard, Earl of Cambridge to Richard of York to
Edward IV to Elizabeth to Henry VIII; and John
(Constance) to Catherine (Henry 111 of Castile) to
John Il of Castile to Isabel | (Ferdinand) to
Catherine. Going through son Lionel (to Philippa to
Roger Mortimer to Anne Mortimer to Richard of
York, to Edward IV to Eliz a beth to Henry V111) they
are 4th cous ins, 3 times re moved.

Using Ed ward I11's son, John of Gaunt, as the com -
mon an ces tor, Henry V111 and Catherine are 3rd cous -
ins, once removed, i.e. (through Catherine Swynford):
John Beaufortto John (Margaret Beauchamp) to Mar -
garet (Tudor) to Henry VII to Henry VIII; or through
John and Catherine Swynford's daughter, Joan
(Neville) to Cecily (Rich ard of York) to Ed ward IV to
Eliz a beth to Henry V111 and (through Con stance) to
Catherine (Henry 111 of Castile) to John Il of Castile
to Isabel I (Ferdinand) to Catherine.

Just for fun they are also 4th cous ins, once re moved
us ing Pedro I, the Cruel of Castile and Leon as both
Constance of Castile, wife of John of Gaunt, and
Isabel of Castile, wife of Edmund of Langley are his
il le giti mate daugh ters through his mis tress, Maria de
Padilla.

As stated before, they all are cousins to some de -
gree and it's entertaining to try on labels. Just con -
sider, Ed ward IV was the grand fa ther of Henry V111
as well as the 2nd cousin of Isabel who sent Co lum bus
on hisway! If there isany in ter estin my “"cousin find -
ers,” I'm will ing to share. Daugh ter Bonnie has been
workingongenealogical chartsofdescendantsof Ed-
ward 11 up to the 18th cen tury, along with charts for
the French kings and some of the lead ing fam i lies that
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married into the English royalty. The relationships
areintriguing! Ifinterestedinthegenealogicalcharts
please con tact her.

Mary Jane Battaglia

Hi Carole:

I discovered the Society from Valerie Anand's The
King's Bed and joined in 1992. My fascination with
Rich ard and his times has in spired me to write sev eral
novels, which were recently published by Domhan
Books: a four-book saga beginninginRichard'stime,
and I also have a time-travel scheduled for early '01
release: One Too Many Times , where King Ed ward 1V,
George, and Richard travel to the present and try to
changehistory.

I invite all fellow Ricardians to visit me at
www.dianarubino.com, and would like to hear from
other Ricardians; you can Email me from my website.
I'd like to share experiences traveling through
Ricardian sites in Eng land, and gen eral chat ter.

Diana Rubino

Dear Ms. Rike (Carole):

In the last issue of the Ricardian Register, which 1
thoroughly enjoyed reading, you printed a picture of a
member with a piece of needlework with a Ricardian
theme.

Would you be able to give me any in for mation as to
how I could ob tain such an item that I could work on
my self? | don't mean an item for a church (I am not
such an ex pert) but one that I could work and per haps
make into a pillow for myself or a family member.
While I have worked on some with a me di eval theme,
as one who has had a life-long in ter est in and sym pa-
thy for the House of York, it would give me real joy to
do one or more with a Ricardian theme.

Mrs. Margaret Mayce (Pegay)

’ 8 Musket Drive

Kendall Park, New Jersey 08824

(732) 297-6804 « PMAYCE@AOL.COM

[Editor's Note: I placed this message on the R3 online listand
received several responses. There appears to be a good bit of
interest in the subject, including among the Australian
Ricardians, who mention they may post some patterns on
their website. What's needed here is a Leader to serve as a
contact for needlework. Hint, hint!]

Online response from Laura Blanchard:

I believe that Herrschners (http://www.herrschners.
com) sells a piece of software that will convert any
photograph into a needlepoint or counted cross stitch
pattern. If it will do that for a photograph, | see no reason
it shouldn’t do it with a portrait.

Winter, 2000

Carole:

I have forwarded a copy of your enquiry onto some
members here in QId. A number of our members were
involved with the late Joyce Melhuish’s Fotheringhay
Kneeler Program, and also have made designs for things
like White Rose cushion covers.

Blair Martin
Australia

Hil

I just called Lillian Barker to tell her that you printed her
letter — as far as she can recall, Bill Snyder’s wife was in
charge of the project for the needlepoint.

Carol Bessette

[Ed: Now we know, it was Joyce Melhuish in England and
Carolyn Snyder in the U.S. who spearheaded this project.]

John of Gaunt Genealogy Clarification

Correspondence in the Fall “Ricardian Post”
referred to the genealogy of descendants of John of
Gaunt that graced the inside cover of Kathleen
Spaltro’s recent Index to the Ricardian Register.
This genealogy was produced (as noted on the
Index cover) by Cheryl Rothwell .

Thischartwaslimited by the ne cessi ties of pub-
lication, with theintenttoin clude peo ple listed in
the indexand show their re lation ships. Cheryl has
amore com plete chart of John of Gaunt's de scen -
dants posted on-line at: yorkisthome.mind
spring.com/gaunt.

(But she says, “Can’'t promise it will be there
forever.”)

[Ed: After seeing the number of entries on this chart, we
can't help wondering who worked more: Cheryl making

the chart, or John doing the procreating. ]

A member who joined recently wrote:

Thank you for the in for mation yousentme. ... |
en joyed read ing the pam phlets, and one of the ar ti cles
re minded me of my trip to Bosworth Field, and how
in spir ing I found it — | was the only one there on a
cold, clear Feb ruary morning. I loved that I was alone,
and I loved seeing where Richard had his camp, and
where Stan ley (that trai tor) held his troops. I'll never
for get that day.

Thanks for your “wel come” material.

Joellen Pickens
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Among the small joys accruing to the Membership Chair are
the spontaneous comments that often accompany members’
renewals. For instance, from Donna Boggs, who sent a card
in the shape of a bowl containing a fish wearing glasses,
which inside bore the message “I like the way you see things.”
Towhich she added: “I just needed to tell somebody how very
more than happy | am to be a member of the Richard 111
Society!”

Eileen Prinsen, Membership Chair

An ldea Whose Time Has Come?
Accompanying member Jim Calvagna’s renewal came
the comment: “I am proud of my membership in the
Society. Can’'t we have some sort of membership card (or
something) so that we can show non-members what we
are about and what we stand for?”

Which leads us to ask two or three other ques tions:
1). How many of you would like to have some kind of
visual “proof” of mem ber ship in the Richard 111 Soci-
ety? 2). Would a mem ber ship card ful fill this need?
Or would avi sual sym bol be more ef fec tive — some -
thing in the way of an inexpensive lapel pin, for in -
stance, featuring “RIINI” or “Loyaulte me Lie.” 3).
Perhaps an in ex pen sive sym bol might be made avail -
able to new and renewing members who would like
one, sim ply by en clos ing astamped and ad dressed en-
ve lope with their checks.

Please sub mit your com ments — pro and con —to
Eileen Prinsen: e-mail eprinsen @mediaone.net, or to
16151 Longmeadow, Dear born, M1 48120.

From R3 mail list:

When | told my husband that | was interested in Richard
111 and the War of the Roses, he went out and bought me
a video on the subject.

You guessed it. Danny De Vito! He does TRY,
bless his heart. | showed him Richard I11, with lan Mc
Kellenon DVD, and he got very con fused. | quote,” |
didn't know that Rich ard had TANKS! | thought he
was look ing for a horse!"

And you think you're married to a reluctant
Ricardian????

Loyaulte me lie,
Pamela Mills

Also from the mail list:

Some of my recent readings have raised a few questions
about Richard and his times. | am hoping someone
might be able to enlightenment or at least point me
towards a source for some researching. Here are the
guestions:

1. Inthe novel Under the Hog the author states that
many Yorkist had doubts about the legitimacy of the
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Lancasterian kings because John of Gaunt's
legitimacy was questionable. Is there any truth that
many believed John of Gaunt was a bastard? If so
what is the source of this rumor?

2. In TheBuckingham Rebel lion the au thor states that
the weak ness of Rich ard's claim and hold on throne
is evidenced by 1) the great number of oaths
allegiance administered after the rising and 2) the
harsh wording of his orders for the marshaling of
troops to repulse Tudor's invasion in 1485. | had
al ways as sumed that both ex am ples must have been
very commonplace. Weren't similar  oaths
administered by Henry Vi and Edward IV? Weren't
most calls to muster by Henry VI and Edward 1V
orded with implied threats for those who didn't
comply?

3. In Michael Hicks' Richard Il the Man Behind the
Myth it is suggested that Rich ard wasadriving force
in de struc tion of his brother George. For proof he
suggests that Richard lobbied for and received
grants that had been held by George such as the
lordshipof Ogmore is Wales. | don't know enough
about this to draw a firm conclusion one way or
another. Was the granting of such a lordship an
indicator that Richard was actively pulling for the
over throw of his brother so that he might gain more
power or was it house keep ing by Ed ward to bal ance
the Warwick inheritance and the power of his
brothers?

4. Hicks also states that Edward had no treasure when
he died, stating that he had only 490 pounds in the
Exchequer and 710 pounds in his chamber which
was not enough to pay for his expenses. We hear
rumors of Ed ward Woodville run ning off with all of
the trea sure that was in the Tower or half of it, with
the queen taking the other half with her into
sanc tuary. Are there any good guesses con cerning
the ex is tence or non-ex is tence of the treasure?

I would be very interested to hear anyone's mus -
ings on any or all of these top ics.

Gary Connelly

And from Webmaster Laura Blanchard:

Now that I'm back and less jet-lagged, | wanted to take a
moment to tell ev ery one how very much I en joyed last
Sunday's mo tor coach trip to Fotheringhay. There were
four Amer i cans in the party — Roy and me, plus Tony
and Belinda Collins from the Washington D.C. area.
Our Eng lish hosts had thought fully re served the front
seats of the mo tor coach for us so that we would have the
best view of the Eng lish coun try side.

It would be hard to say what was the best part of

the trip. The luncheon was superb (imagine 60-70
Ricardians snapping their Christmas crackers and
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don ning their crepe-pa per crowns — the food was ex -
cellent, too!) and the service of lessons and carols &
the church was very mov ing. The en tire day ap peared,
to me at least, to be su premely well-or ga nized.

I suppose that some of the highlights for me in-
cluded hav ing the clouds van ish while we had lunch,
so that my first view of the church was bathed in that
incredible December sunlight. I am a little regretful
that | didn't shout "stop the coach!" and leap out to
get a pho to graph, be cause the sun was once again be -
hind the clouds as we ar rived. The Nene had burst its
regular boundaries and filled the floodplain but pre -
sented no threat to the church.

As far as | can tell, Fotheringhay is a very small
group of houses dominated by the twin reminders of
its me di eval past — the church and the cas tle mound.
The church it self can be seen from miles away.

Somethingelse I hadn'trealized until af tertheser-
vice is that the Par ish Church Coun cil wisely in vested
in out side lights, so that the church is bathed in light
even at night — shining like a beacon over the flat
Cambridgeshire/Northamptonshire fields.

There are ex cel lent pho tos of the church on the web,

at both the Society site — www.richardiii .net/
fotheringhay.htm — and at Professor David Postles'
“churches of the midlands" site — www.le.ac.uk/

elh/pot/ leics/around.html . Be sure to look at the pho tos
of the pulpit, which is believed to be a gift to the
church from Ed ward 1V and pos si bly of his broth ers,
aswell. Postles has some close-ups of the arms and
the bull and boar sup port ers at his site.

I had been asked to read the fifth lesson, and I can't
be gin to de scribe how mov ing an ex pe ri ence it was to
read St. Luke's account of the Annunciation in the

Yorkist dynasty's own church — or, indeed, to hear
the readings of parish members and other Society
members. After the service, Phil Stone very kindly
broke away from his responsibilities as organizer of
the event to give me a tour of some of the most sig nif -
i cant as pects of the church.

Thefamouslanterntower isunderscaffolding now
because it is structurally weakened, and this small
parish will need to raise 50,000 pounds for its repair
-- a daunting challenge for a parish so small that it
shares a vicar with three others and is used for wor -
ship only once a month. It was quite obvious to me
that the con gre gation is pleased to be part nered with
our So ci ety inthe pres er va tion of a place that means
so much to all of us.

Laura Blanchard

More from e-mail list;

I wonder whether you would be interested in indicating
to your members two resources that may be of interest to
them within the University of York Centre for Medieval
Studies web pages?
www.york.ac. uk/inst/ cms/resources/index provides access
to a gazetteer of medieval guilds in Yorkshire and to a
family history database of medieval Yorkshire residents
(the lat ter can be searched on pay ment of a feg).

Mark Ormrod

Director

Centre for Medieval Studies
University of York

New York AGM revelers: Laura Blanchard, Diedre Williamson,
Janet Trimbath and Bonnie Battaglia

Winter, 2000
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Third Fifteenth
Century Studies
Conference

April 29-May 2, 2001
Sponsored by the Richard 111 Society,
American Branch and the Department of
History, University of lllinois at
Urbana-Champaign

The Keynote Address will be given by Professor Richard
Helmholz, College of Law, University of Chicago “The
English Church in the Fifteenth Century: A Legal
Perspective on Recent Scholarship.” Asa prequel to the
International Medieval Congress in Kalamazoo, join the
American Branch of the Richard Ill Society and the
Department of History at the University of Illinois at the
Allerton Park Conference Center for the third
Fifteenth-Century Studies Conference. This is a
state-of-the-art working conference with consecutive
sessions so that the participants will be involved in the
discussion of all of the papers.

Scholars from North America and Europe will
give a variety of presentations in history, literature,
and art history. Some space isavail able for in ter ested
members.

Interested attendees may contact Laura
Blanchard, who will be han dling reg istration.

a‘ll |

2000 AGM: Richard (Kurt Elfman) and Anne (Beth Greene) converse during the
reading of Loyalties Lies, a play by Maria Elena Torres. Among the players were
Bruce Barton as Hastings, Roy Blanchard as John Morton, Jeanne Faubell as
Elizabeth Woodville and Barbara Underwood as Stanley.
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AGM 2000: Maria Elena Torres and Anne Smith.
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Anne directed the staged reading of Maria’s
Play, Loyalties Lies.
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Susan Dexter: Artist

Susan Dexter has painted Richard 111, drawn him, stitched him, sculpted him in bread dough, put himon t-shirtsand
sweatshirts and used him as a character in her fourth novel, The Wizard's Shadow. Her art has appeared in various
science fiction and fantasy magazines, several AGMs and the World Fantasy Convention Art Show.

The acrylic por trait shown be low was on dis play at the 2000 An nual Gen eral Meet ing and is available di-
rectly from Su san.

When the RicardianRegisterwas re-estab lished af ter a pe riod of non-pub li cation, Susan of fered her art ser-
vices and has con tin ued to do so since. There was at the time no ca pac ity to re pro duce pho tos, so she used her
com mer cial art ex pe ri ence (18 years work ing as fash ion and line art ist for a re gional discount de part ment store
chain) to turn her pho tos of Ricardian sites into pen and ink draw ings. Dur ing her par tic i pation in the Quin -
cente nary Tour of Eng land in 1985, she shot four teen rolls of film for use in these draw ings. Two of our 2000 is -
sues of the Register have sported her cov ers, Spring (The Neville Sis ters) and Fall (Rich ard and the Percys).

She has served as our Staff Art ist as long as | have been Ed i tor, years which | now am un able t o count.

Susan first discovered Richardin Rose mary Jarman’s We Speak no Trea son, while still a high school stu dent.
Sus pecting the exis tence of the So ci ety from abook ded i cation, she looked up the ad dress inanencyclopediaof
organizations at the pub lic li brary. (Su san com ments she is pos si bly the only one to ever try this ap proach —
never has been able to un der stand why peo ple think the So ci ety is hard to find!) She joined the Society in 1983.

Many thanks to Su san for her tire less ef forts on be half of the So ci ety. She has been one of the main stays for
the Register these past years.

The Middleham Portrait by Susan Dexter
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Two-Year Member ProFfiles

(Compiled by Eileen Prinsen)

Richard 111 reigned for only a little over two years. In commemoration of that fact, this regular column profiles people
who are near the two-year anniversary of their membership in the Society. We thank the members bel ow who shared
their information with us — it's a pleasure to get to know you better!

Shirley G. Dillon, at age 83, says: “I can’t remember when | wasn't interested.” Over the years she has traveled to many
places in England, and London, associated with Richard 111. The accidental discovery of the Society in the Almanac
Listing of Societies was of great excitement to the retired Louisville, KY schoolteacher, but her biggest regret is that she
is unable to attend any of the AGM meetings as she no longer drives long distances. An avid reader, Shirley is
especially interested in historical fiction, and English history, and would like to find someone in her area with similar
tastes. (502-459-0530)

Jean Reyes of Baltimore, MD, an Administrative Assistant in the Division of Nuclear Medicine at Johns Hopkins
Hospital, had seen references made to the Society in her reading, but found the membership informat ion on the
Internet. She has made one trip to England and “can’t wait to go back.” Among her many interests she lists music,
traveling, artand “a pug puppy named Queen;” reading, however, seems to take preference over all. A greatadmirer of
King Richard 111, she loves British history and especially that of the 15"century. (JeanReyes@aol.com;
410-426-2654)

ElizabethWadsworth, pup pe teer and free lance cos tumer from Preston, CT, was “im me di ately hooked” at the age of
16afterreading The Daugh ter of Time for aschool assign ment. Although aware of the So ci ety for some time, she was
frus trated in her ef forts to con nect with us un til recently, while re search ing Me di eval sit es on the web, she “on an
impulse, decidedtosearchunderthenameofRichard 111,”whereshe “discovered the Societ y's web page and promptly
joined.” Withapar ticu lar in ter estin Me di eval cos tum ing and food, Eliz abeth would be interestedin“carryingon
email cor re spon dence with other So ci ety mem bers who have simi lar interests.” ( LizTick@aol .com).

JulietV. Waldron read The Daugh ter of Time when she was just ten years old. As she says: * This early con ver sion
stuck.” Like many people, the Her shey, PA, res i dent, who de scribes her self as “writer cum gen. Factotum”made
con tact with the So ci ety through the Internet, “a lit tle late in life, but not too late to be en joyed!” Julietis an E-book
pioneer and invites us to view her “thoroughly researched historical “Mozart's Wife” on the net at
www.onlineoriginals.com. ( ogygiajw@aol .com)

Frances E. Westerfield of Compton, CA, whose leisure interests include painting and reading, says: “I heard about
you many years ago, but it was not until | accessed the Internet that | found you. My interest started with a little book
by Josephine Tey...."

Daniel Wright, Professor of English Literature, from Vancouver, WA says,

“As one who is persuaded that the works of Shakes-peare* are the pseudonymous creations of Edward de Vere, 17°
Earl of Oxford, I have always suspected that depictions by Shakes-peare of historical characters were governed by
political considerations, and “no other historical character in Shakespeare is so altered from what much evidence
suggests he actually was than Richard 111.”

Professor Wright is also the Director of the Edward de Vere Studies Conference which is: “an i nternational
consortium of scholars and other interested persons who gather on the campus of Concordia Universit y in Portland,
Oregon, to explore recent research into the original texts of the Shakespeare* canon.” (dwright @cuportland.edu).

*Janet Trimbath (see note below), to whom we appealed for an explanation of Professor Wright's use of the hyphen in
Shakespeare’s name, refers us to a quote from Diana Price's book Shakespeare’s Unorthodox Biography: “Many
anti-Stratfordians consider the hyphen a red flag signifying that Shake-speare was a made-up name, a non-de-plume used to
rep resent the un named au thor.”

(Editor's note : Members will be interested to know that two Michigan Chapter members were recently involved in t he Shakespearean Symposium Il held at the
Marriott Hotel, Romulus , M1, October 7, 2000. Janet Trimbath,“ Ragged Staff’ editor, helped organize and hosted the activity, while Dianne Batch, Society
Secretary, was a luncheon presenter speaking on “ The Faces of Richard 111").
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Phyllis Adorno
Heike Athayde
Hector Banda
Armando R Basulto
Elizabeth A. Bauer
Sharon Brough
Roger L. Busbice
John Darco
Kathy and Rusty Davis
Josh Dohrer
Amber Eudy
Rhoda Fairman
Jefferson F. Flood
Stafford R. Goldsmith
Jeremy Granade
James Horton
Margaret R. Kiever
Maryjayne Mack
Sharon McBride
Margaret M. McPherson
James Meader
Karin Merrihew

Linda L. Mobley
Marilee Mongello
Vickie L. Morgan
Kate Padden
Matilda Parr
Linda Pessar-Cowan
Sara Eve Polsky
Heather Kerkhove Reinschmidt
Carol Rondou
Richard E. Rosol
Stephen J. Sanders
Elizabeth Schulmeister
Angela M. Shrader
Paula Sink
Joseph Smigelski
Karen Staszak
F. Hamilton Stickney
Roger Thomsen
Allison Moorman Trandem
Susan D. and James A. Ward

Moving or Temporarily Away?

Yourquarterly Ricardian pub li ca tions are mailed with the re quest to the U.S. Post Of fice to no tify the So ci-
ety of changes of ad dress and for ward ing ad dresses. This ser vice costs the So ci ety ex tramoney, but we think it’s
worth it to en sure that as many mem bers as pos si ble re ceive the pub li ca tions to which they areentitled.

A recent issue of the Ricardian Register “rewarded” us with an unusual number of postal returns marked
“Tem po rarily Away” or “Moved — Left No For warding Ad dress,” greatly add ing to the con ster nation and per -
plex ity of those of us who must deal with these cases.

So, please, please, if you are mov ing, let us know your new ad dress as soon as pos si ble.

If you will be away tem po rarily, please ask your Post Of fice to hold your mail for you. If you missanissue be-
cause your Post Of fice re turned it to us, please no tify the Ed i tor of the RicardianRegister when you are able to
re ceive mail, so that your is sue can be re-mailed.

Mail that is re turned to us as “Tem po rarily Away” or “No For warding Ad dress” costs the So ciety $2.97 for
thereturn, plusap prox i mately $2.53 to mail it to you a sec ond time. Do nations to cover these ex tra costs are, of
course, wel comed.

Your change of address notices should go directly to the Membership Chair: Eileen Prinsen, 16151
Longmeadow, Dear born M1, 48120, or e-mail ad dress changes to membership@r3.org. Please don't for gettoin-
clude other changes that help us contact you, such as new telephone number, new e-mail address, or name
changes.
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Every lad and every gal

That's born into the world alive,
Is either a little liberal,

Or alittle conservative.

- Gilbert & Sullivan, lolanthe.

Man is by nature a political animal .
- Avristotle

When | face an issue of great import ... |engage in
deep deliberation and quiet contemplation. | wait to
the last possible minute and then | always vote with
the losers. Because, my friend, the winners never
remember and the losers never forget.

- Sen. Everett Dirksen

As | write this, what has been referred to as the “Election
from Hell” is still ongoing. It occurred to me to ask
myself: What would the statesmen and sages of the past
have to say about this situation? Researching my books
of quotations, I found a number that might fit, not only
current events, but those of 500 years ago.

The thing to do is supply light and not heat.
- Woodrow Wilson

He that can have patience can have what he will.

- Benjamin Franklin

A Trail of Blood - Jeremy Potter,
The McCall Publishing Co., NY, ¢1970
avail able through www.bibliofind.com or used book stores

This novel, set during the Dissolution of the
monasteries, tells the tale of Brother Thomas, a monk of
Croyland Abbey, and his search for the truth behind the
disappearance of the Princes in the Tower over 50 years
previously. As he travels for the first time to London,
Bosworth and Stoke, among other places, the mystery
begins to unravel. it is also the tale of Catholics still
devoted to their faith, who rise up in protest against the
destruction of the abbeys and the monasteries, and the
desire of one man to topple Henry VIII and return the
throne to the Plantagenets.

I found Brother Thomas a likeable, earnest, pious
monk who was also a his to rian seek ing to solve one of
the great est mys ter ies of Eng lish his tory. He be lieves
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Reading

Allbooks re viewed here can be pur chased at www.r3.org/sales.

Myrna Smith

he does solve it, and his so lu tion is a surprising one. |
was also glad to see Sir Fran ces Lovell in the story, as
he is one of my favor ites from his tory.

- Anne Marie Gazzolo, Illinois

Bedfellows make strange politics.
- Anon

His Lady Bride - Shelly Bradley, Zebra Books, NY,
2000 ISBN: 082176665

Ricardians will want to steer clear of Shelly Bradley's
historical romance His Lady Bride,despiteitsinteresting
plot, good pacing, strong characterization and
image-rich description.

The first book in Ms. Bradley's “Brothers in
Arms” tril ogy pub lished by Ze bra, it tells the tale of
Aric Neville, the White Lion, who withdraws from
court life after discovering that the Princes in the
Tower had been murdered on the orders of Richard
111, and Gwyneth de Auburd, a Cinderella-like hero-
ine who learns that there’s more to life than beinga
lady. Though many as pects of this story are ap peal ing,
it is rife with historical er rors thatare hard toig nore
for any one ac quainted with the his tory of the Wars of
the Roses.

In her Au thor's Note Ms. Bradley says “I have bor -
rowed Ms. Weir's interpretation of the actions leading
up to and directly following the disappearance and
deaths of the two royal children. Any misunderstand-
ing of these events is purely my own. My apol o gies to
the Rich ard I11 So ci ety, for I know you dis agree with
thisanal ysis.” I fully un der stand the need for au thors
to take ar tis tic licence. To be hon est, cast ing Rich ard
as the vil lain did not bother me nearly as much as the
apparently sloppy research, since, for fictional pur-
poses, the Shakespearean Richard is an extremely
usefuldevice.

Unfortunately, the author’s reliance on the ques-
tion able work of Ms. Weir be comes ob vi ous in one of
the errors that really jarred. Ms. Bradley makes no
mention of the fact that Richard Plantagenet and
Anne Neville were cousins-once-removed, and that,
by extension, her hero (a fictional Neville) is also
Richard’s cousin. | puzzled over this, then looked at
the genealogical table in Weir's The Princes In The
Tower. There | discovered that Ms. Weir's table
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Ricardian Reading
shows Anne Mortimer and Richard, Earl of Cam-
bridge, Richard I11's grandparents, as his par ents!

Other errors in clude the hero think ing about how
hard his un cle, Warwick, fought for a match be tween
Anneand Richard, por tray ing Sir Thomas More asan
adultin1485, hav ing a char ac ter men tion that Queen
Anne is still alive (though ill) at the end of April 1485,
and referring to the Garden Tower as the Bloody
Tower (ac cord ing to the Tower of Lon don website the
change in name didn't happen till the 16th century).
There are more, but I won't list them here. Suf fice it to
say that the romance in this story far outweighs the
history. Not all historical romances are like this — a
good example being Isolde Martyn’s award-winning
novel The Maiden and The Unicorn. (See Ricardian
Register, Sum mer 2000)

While the hero is extremely appealing and strikes
me as fairly true to the period, the heroine is very
much a 20th cen tury woman dropped into the Mid dle
Ages. She spends much of the novel swear ing lust ily at
the hero and whin ing about be ing de nied her true sta-
tus as a lady by her self ish un cle and aunt. | had lit tle
sym pa thy for her and soon grew tired of her con stant
stream of foul lan guage and child ish be havior.

Itisin deed un for tu nate that Ms. Bradley took so
many libertieswiththeestablished historical factsand
created a thoroughly (at least to my mind) modern
andoftenirritatingheroine,asherwritingstyleisen-
gaging and her storytelling abilities more than ade-
guate. Readers who en joy a good love story might still
find this book a good read, but those who pre fer an ac -
curate historical back ground should prob a bly leave it
on the shelf.

- Teresa Eckford, Ottawa, Canada

Get thee glass eyes/ And like a scurvy politician, seem/
To see the things thou dost not .

- William Shakespeare

Some feedback on Geoffrey Richardson’s The Popinjays :
The Popinjays is a delightful addition to Geoffrey’s other
books. We are all aware of Elizabeth Woodville's greed
and ambition and that of her family, but to have her
actions listed in print is still something of a surprise.
Jacquetta’s influence over Edward IV is even more
surprising. | thought he had more sense, but Edward
seldom used his brain when his pleasure was involved.

Richard is treated gently and respectfully and the
blame for the deaths of his neph ews is placed where it
probably belongs —on The Deceivers . (See previous
Richardsonwork.)

Eventhough Elizabeth Woodville was the ul ti mate
in greed, her end was sad. The mother of the Queen,
she had “no close relatives of sufficient means or
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generosity” to give her a proper burial. Another ex-
ampleof Tudorjustice.

The book continues past Elizabeth Woodville to
Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, and Lady Jane Grey.
Suffolk was a typical Pop in jay—afop and awast rel
whose am bi tion was greater than his intelligence.

One piece of in for ma tion gleaned from this book
convinces me that Ed ward set Rich ard up for fail ure
and death. Sir Gilbert Tal bot, arel ative of Lady El ea-
nor But ler, rode against Rich ard at Bosworth.

I have long believed that if Edward had been fair
to John Neville, he would have not joined with
Warwick and would have been in Percy's place at
Bosworth. With that stalwart soldier on his side,
Richard might have won the battle and gone on to
prove him self one of Eng land’s fin est kings.

Edward in dulged hiswife’sgreed out of lazi ness or
guilt, and ex e cuted his own brother to pro tect his big -
amousrelationship, thereby creatingen mity be tween
Elizabeth Woodville and Richard by turning the
Prince of Wales completely over to Woodville influ-
ence. He al lowed dissent to re solve it.

Ed ward re ceives praise for his states man ship ines-
tablishing his independence from Warwick, but his
weapon of choice was the hateful and hated
Woodvilles (Popinjays).

I was interested to learn that EW'’s DNA can be
garnered today from Sarah, Duchess of York, and
Camila Parker-Bowles. Fergie remarked that her
DNA would prove that she came “from somewhere
and not from the dregs.” Let’s hope for her peace of
mind that she does n't read The Popinjays .

- Dale Summers, TX

As usual [the opposition] offer a mixture of sound and
original ideas. Unfortunately none of the sound ideas
is original and none of the original ideas is sound.

- Harold Macmillian

Richard 111 and Buckingham’s Rebellion - Louise
Gill, Sutton Publishing Company, Shroud,
Gloucestershire, 1999

Anti-Ricardians, and particularly those with scholarly
credentials, have their own special Crusade:; they are
called to save the world from Ricardian “romanticism.”
This self-imposed duty, however, takes its toll on some
basic principles of historical study and, worse, passes its
defects to the next generation through the training of
graduate students. Such is the case with Louise Gill's
study of the Buckingham Rebellion for her Ph.D. thesis
at the University of Tasmania. By failing to question the
traditional bias against Richard 11, Gill cannot
effectively evaluate either causes or results of the
Rebellion of 1483. Dense prose and a tendency toward
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complicated run-on sentences make the book difficult to
read.

Yet, taken with a large dose of patience (or just
plain de ter mi nation), Gill'swork has re wards even for
committed Ricardians. For understanding the social
relationships among the great noble families, the
lesser gen try, and the knights and gen tle men, thisisa
valuable work. Similarly, for writers of his tory or fic-
tion, the book makes a handy ref er ence work for the
names, identities, and social status of individuals, &
well as their stand ing with the king.

But readers must also be warned: this author has
little sympathy for Richard 111 and apparently little
awareness of her own prejudices. Gill assumes Rich -
ard’s guilt for most of the evil acts laid at his door, and,
like A.J. Pol lard and Desmond Seward, she damns the
king with probabilities in lieu of evidence. Once in a
while and par tic u larly with Buckingham, Gill canad-
mit that the rebels harbored certain less-than-noble
im pulses, such as hope for per sonal gain. In away nor -
malamong anti-Ricardians, how ever, she works hard
toattrib ute pure and selflessmotivesto Richard’'sene-
mies as she ac cepts the worst pos si ble rea sons for the
king'sactions.

Thebestexam ple of Gill'sspuriousreasoningisher
conclusion that Buckingham’s Rebellion grew out of
the southern gentry's desire for “effective rule” and
“good government.” Thisde spite the fact that Richard
111 had been king for only two months. Within such a
time frame, Rich ard had hardly be gun to rule. In ad -
dition, Gill seems unaware that Charles Ross has
raised serious questions with regard to Edward 1V’s
inability or unwillingness to enforce the law against
his aris to cratic friends. If the re bels in deed ex pressed
their objective as “good government,” we must ask
what, in view of Ross’s find ings, “ef fec tive rule” meant
to them.

The question invites speculation. Years before he
took the throne, Rich ard had a rep u ta tion for work ing
to bring justice to the common people, even when
their in ter ests were in con flict with the lo cal no bil ity.
While Edward could be “laid back” and easy-going,
Richardwasmoreconscientious, possiblymethodical,
and less likely to let something slide or to look the
other way. Would lords and knights ac cus tomed to an
agree able, even mal leable, king have wel comed such a
reign as Rich ard’s was likely to be? More over, sim ply
within the normal course of things, the southerners
had to know that, sooner or later, any new king would
bring his own closest sup port ers into lo cal as well as
national governing. With Richard Ill, a number of
those “new men” would naturally be northerners,
whom, Gill too often allows herself to forget, the
southern lords and gentry disdained and dreaded as
“wild.”
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In a number of passages, Gill also fails to distin-
guish between late-medieval and modern political
con cepts. She seems to view Buckingham'’s Re bel lion
as a kind of ground swell of re sis tance to Rich ard. To
be sure, any number of peasant revolts during the
Middle Ages seem to have been spontaneous upris-
ings caused by suf feringand in jus tice. But few peo ple
atthe privileged levels of so ci ety were in any po si tion
to protest very loudly. Everyone owed lands, offices,
titles, in come, and statusto some one higher inthe so-
cial hierarchy. The gentry knew, to put it simply,
where and how their bread was but tered.

Whileeverypolitical move mentdrawsafewgenu-
inely idealistic members, Gill's own evidence raises
questions about the idealism of the rebels in 1483.
Withoutleader ship, re bel lionsgo nowhere. Overand
over, Gill notes the de pend ence of the re bel knights
and gen tle men (and even of the de fec tors from Rich -
ard’s own household) upon specific members of the
nobility. Certain names predominate among those
identifiedasrecipientsofal le giance from the re bels:
Beau fort, Mor ton, Ox ford, Woodville. With this ros-
ter of lead ers, spon ta ne ity was hardly a fac tor.

In ad di tion to see ing the Re bel lion as a heart felt
and what we would call a “grass roots” up ris ing,

Gill relies on loyalty to Edward’s children as an-
other major motivation for treason. But particularly
in the later chap ters, where she tries to show that the
Rebellion did much to cause Richard’s eventual de-
feat, the frequent appearance of these names raises
another problem that Gill never recognizes: the ef-
fects of constant, determined plotting against the
king. Rich ard could have avoided the per sis tent in -
trigue by executing Morton, Oxford and various
Woodvilles when h e had them in his power. He could
have sent Margaret Beaufort to a nunnery, or as his
Tudor successors would have done for much less,
could have sent her to the block with the oth ers. An -
thony Cheetham may be right that, given the situa-
tion and the times, Rich ard was not ruth less enough
for his own good!

Gill's failure to notice such an obvious thread in
her own research illustrates the tendency of
anti-Ricardians to isolate Richard 111 from the rou -
tine conditions of his times, to treat him as unique
rather than one of a sequence of rulers. Removing
Richard from the historical context is one way the
anti-Ricardian scholars manage to avoid coming to
terms with the complicated, elusive realities of the
king's life and reign.

- Elizabeth York Enstam, TX

... Prime ministers are wedded to the truth, but like
other married couples they sometimes live apart

- Saki
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From the state of Washington, Beverlee Weston sends a
recommendation for Jaques Barzun's From Dawn To
Decadence, 1500 To The Present , which she says is “full of
great stuff, ” including this reference to Richard 111 and
Thomas More:

... More either invented, or allowed himself to
propagate in awork of hisown, the “big lie” in favor of
the Tudors whom he served - the lie that Richard 111 .

. was a deformed monster who murdered his
nephews, the young princes in the Tower. Ever since
Horace Walpole in the late 18C raised doubts, a
number of scholars have come to believe that Richard
was the very opposite of the legend - handsome, able,
and innocent of blood. It is not remembered, either,
that the phrase “a man for all seasons,” now applied to
More as a compliment, was used in the past to mean
an opportunist.

Barzun is a brilliant writer, whatever his subject,
and it's good to have him on our side. Check this one
out!

In politics, if you want anything said, ask a man. If
you want anything done, ask a woman.

- Margaret Thatcher

What is life without a good Medieval/Renaissance
mystery to pass the time away? Kathy Lynn Emerson’s
Face Down In The Marrow-Bone Pie (Kensington, NY,

1997) will do fine as an introduction to Susanna, Lady
Appleton, herbalist and loyal subject of Elizabeth I. The
sudden death of the steward on her husband’'s home
estate draws Lady Appleton to the site of his death, not

so much to detect as to refurbish the house — a daunting
enough prospect, even without a spot of ghost-busting
thrown in. Robert Appleton is not best pleased at having
his wife nosing around; he is afraid of what she might

discover. His “secret” might not look like much to
modern eyes, but in the context of his times, it is very

understandable why he would want to keep it to himself.
At any rate, there is little he can do, being in France on
the Queen’s business until the very end of the book. All is
resolved in a rather melodramatic way, but the fun is
getting there. The reader will learn much, not only of

herbs, but of life style and living in the 16th century —
how many and what sort of servants were required to
operate a moderate estate, for instance — and all in a
painless and enjoyable way.

Politics is almost as exciting as war, and quite as
dangerous. In war you can only be killed once, but in
politics many times.

- Winston Churchill
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A week is a long time in politics.
- Harold Wilson

Presumed Guilty, by Evelyn Rosenthal (Vantage Press,
NY, 1982) concerns itself with The Mystery: What
happened to the Princes in the Tower? Rosenthal uses
the device of multiple narrators, among them
Buckingham, Frances Lovell, Elizabeth of York, and
Margaret of Burgundy, but it is John Morton who ties it
all together, giving a well-reasoned answer to the
question. Want to make a guess as to who really is guilty?
I gave this a laudatory review some years back in the
Register, but a whole new generation of Ricardians has
come up since then. | can recommend this to them, if
they will but search the used book stores, public libraries,
or inter-library loans.

I am always ready to learn, though I do not always
like being taught .

- Winston Churchill

Add to Unexpected Defences of Richard I1l: In Evan
and Elle, by Rhys Bowen (St Martin’s Minotaur, NY,

2000) the author has a character say: “When | got a place
at university 1 was sure | was going on to get my PhD
and then I'd write brilliant papers proving that King
Richard didn't really kill the princes in the Tower.

Instead | wound up here.” (as a schoolteacher — what's
wrong with that?) Actually, now that | look at that again,
it says ‘princess,’ an obvious typo. Leaving aside the odd
printer’s glitch, the books in this series— Evanly Choirs,

Evans Above, and Evan Help Us — are very enjoyable,

especially if you like M. C. Beaton’s Hamish MacBeth
mysteries, to which these bear some resemblance. One
difference: unlike MacBeth, Evans does not have a
snobbish girl-friend. Most of the characters, perhaps a
larger proportion that would be usual in real life, are
truly nice people. An amusing sidelight in these stories
relates to Welsh nomenclature. Our hero, Constable
Evans, is called Evans-the-law to distinguish him from
Evanses-the-Meat , - Milk, and -Post. My husband, for
example, might be called Smith-the-Bucket, though as
the only Smiths around seem to be “foreigners” (i.e.

English) he probably wouldn't need a sobriquet.

(Sobriquetand nomenclature in the same paragraph, no
less! Sometimes | amaze myself.)

Now thisisnot theend. It isnoteven the beginning of
theend. Butit s, perhaps, theend of the beginning.

- Winston Churchill

No, it 5 the end, until next time!
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AGM 2000: Hastings, Elizabeth Woodville, Thomas Stanley and John Morton
conspirein Loyaulte Lies by Maria Elena Torres

Shakespearein England

Long term member Carol Bessette is sharing with us
once again her information on a variety of classes to be
held July 15-28, 2001 in Cambridge, England. Carol
has been attending these classes for over ten years, and
reports that there is a great variety of topics over the
years, one of the reasons that there is a very high
percentage of “alumni” returning to the program each
year.

In 2001, the courses will be held at Downing Col -
lege, one of the “newer” of the Cambridge colleges
(founded in 1800). It is the most spa cious of the cen -
tral col leges, and is a neo-clas si cal oasis of tran quil ity
with its vast lawns. Af ter hav ing sam pled three of the
col leges, Carol has a spe cial fond ness for Downing.

The fol low ing courses are sched uled for 2001; the
courses can be taken for graduateorunder-graduate
credit. Most of the classes will feature field trips to
appropriatecourse-relatedsites.

Shake speare’s World is a study of the develop-
ment of Shake speare’s plays through the com e -
diesand historyplaystothe majortragediesanda
late ro mance.

Ricardian Register

The Evolution of the British Gar den will fo cus
on design stylesin the con text of gar den his tory,
and on key gar dens, gar denersand de signers.

Tudor/Stuart Age will examine the age from
Elizabeth I'saccessiontothetrialandexecution
of Charles 1.

TheCrusades: Europe’sHolyWarsisasurvey of
the origins of the crusading movement and its
devel op mentinthe 12thand 13th centuries.

Anglo American Espionageandthe Cold War
willreviewseveralintel ligence operationsofthe
Cold War period, and will exam ine the role and
valueofintelligenceinsustainingthe Soviet Em-
pire and its fi nal col lapse.

For further information, contact Carol at
jcbessette@aol .com, (703) 569-1875, or at 8251
Taunton Place, Springfield, VA 22152. She will be
happy to dis cuss her ex pe ri ences at Cam bridge with
youl.
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CHAPTER CONTACTS

ARIZONA
Mrs. Joan Marshall
10727 West Kelso Drive = Sun City, AZ 85351
(623) 815-6822

EASTERN MISSOURI
Rita Blake
117 Bittersweet Lane = St. Louis MO 63138-3836
314-741-5751 = crblake@primary.net

ILLINOIS
Janice Weiner
6540 N. Richmond Street « Chicago, IL 60645-4209

NEW YORK-METRO AREA
Maria Elena Torres
3101 Avenue L = Brooklyn, NY 11210
(718) 258-4607 = e-mail: elena@pipeline.com

MICHIGAN AREA
Barbara Vassar-Gray
19192 Pennington « Detroit, Ml 48221
313-861-6423

NEW ENGLAND
Jennifer Reed
44 Bartemus Trail ® Nashua, NH 03063-7600
(603) 598-6813 = email: jlir @mindspring.com

NORTHWEST
Jonathan A. Hayes
3806 West Armour Street = Seattle, WA 98199-3115
(206) 285-7967 email: jhayes7868@aol.com

OHIO
Bruce W. Gall, Chairman
10071 Sturgeon Lane = Cincinnati, OH 45251
(513) 742-1472 = email: bwgcg@fuse.net

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
Pam Milavec
9123 West Arbor Avenue e Littleton, CO 80123
(303) 933-1366

SOUTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA
Joseph Wawrzniak

3429 Chalfont Drive
Philadelphia, PA 19154
(215) 637-8538 = e-mail:
jwawrzyniak@na.cunninghamlindsey.com

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Roberta E. Craig

5545 Via de Camp = Yorba Linda, CA 92887-4916
e-mail: CWCREC@aol.com

SOUTHWEST
Roxane C. Murph
3501 Medina Avenue = Ft. Worth, TX 76133
(817) 923-5056 = afmurph@flash.net
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL N
OMr. OMrs. 0 Miss
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Country: Phone: Fax: E-Mail:
Q Individual Membership $30.00 Contributions:
Q Individual Membership Non-US $35.00 O Schallek Fellowship Awards: $
. ) Q General Fund (publicity, mailings, etc) $
Q Family Membership $
Contributing & Sponsoring Memberships: Total Enclosed: $
Q Honorary Fotheringay Member $ 75.00 . )
] Family Membership $30 for yourself, plus $5 for each
0 Honorary Middleham Member $180.00 additional family member residing at same address.
Q Honorary Bosworth Member $300.00
Q Plantagenet Angel $500.00 Make all checks payable to Richard Il Society, Inc.
. Mailto Eileen Prinsen, 6151 Longmeadow,
4 Plantagenet Family Member $500+ $ Dearborn, MI 48120
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